
OEFFA Organic Certification

Fact Sheet

rganic certification is a primarily a marketing
program, so product labeling is an important
aspect of your OSP. The labeling rules in
the NOP are extensive and detailed, but they
need not be confusing to certified operators.
Products may be labeled “100% Organic,”
“Organic,” or “Made with Organic [Specific
Ingredients],” depending on their contents.
OEFFA and USDA seals, and other label
claims may also be used within certain limits.
Noncompliant labels must be corrected.

Labeling Organic Products

O

Description & NOP Citation
Many processed, multiple ingredient, and even

raw certified organic products carry labels that
indicate the ingredients, producer, and organic
status of the product. The NOP is essentially a
marketing program and labels let consumers know
that your product deserves a premium. Therefore,
understanding organic labeling is vital, but it can
also be confusing. More information about organic
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2. Organic
A product that contains no less than 95%

organically produced raw or agricultural products
(excluding water and salt). The remaining
ingredients may be:

� a nonagricultural substance from §205.605 (like
ascorbic acid), or

� a nonorganic agricultural substance from §205.606
(like cornstarch (native)).

If you would like to use an ingredient from§205.606, you must first show that the product is
not ‘commercially available’ as organic by
conducting and documenting a search for it.

Labeling example:

Ingredients: Organic Soup Mix (Organic Great
Northern Beans, Organic Dehydrated Carrots,
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also be confusing. More information about organic
labeling can be found in the NOP Standards
Subpart D—§ 205.301-205.311.

Labeling Tiers

1. 100% Organic
A product that is 100% certified organic

(excluding water and salt). This means it could not
contain nonagricultural (non-certifiable) ingredients
such as baking soda or pectin. At no point could
the product be processed with a non-organic
product to retain the 100% organic label. All 100%
organic products must have the name of the
certification agency on their labels under the
operation’s address, and may use the USDA and/or
certification agency logo.

Labeling example:

Ingredients: 100% Certified Organic Dried Cherries

Northern Beans, Organic Dehydrated Carrots,
Organic Thyme, Organic Rosemary, Turkish Bay
Leaves)

Note: Turkish Bay Leaves appear on §205.606
3. Made with Organic [Specific Ingredients]

A product with at least 70% organically
produced ingredients. The remaining agricultural
ingredients must not be produced using sewage
sludge, ionizing radiation, or genetic
modification. A product may be labeled with a
food group (made with organic grains) or
specifically (made with organic barley), but
cannot be labeled the general “made with organic
ingredients.” A processor may choose this label
if they feel using certain organically-available
ingredients would be cost prohibitive. The
product must list the certification agency for the
product, and may list that agency’s logo.
However, a USDA logo may not be displayed.

Labeling example:

Ingredients: Tortilla Chips Made with Organic
Corn (Certified Organic Corn, Safflower Oil,
Lime, and Salt)



4. Other Labels with the Word ‘Organic’
Farmers and processors who gross less than

$5,000 income from organic products are exempt
from certification under the NOP, but must follow
the standards to use the term “organic” (though
they cannot use the description “certified organic”).
Also, any processor may use certified organic
ingredients in their product (listed as such in the
ingredients) without certification as long as they are
not advertising the product as organic or using the
USDA logo.

Under the NOP, cosmetics, body care products,
dietary supplements, pet food, fertilizers and lawn
care products, textiles, and other non-food/feed
products are not specifically addressed.

When in doubt, look for the name of the
product’s certification agency on the label. You may
always contact the agency to obtain a copy of the
grower or processor’s organic certificate, which is
public record.

Commercial Unavailability
If you are unable to locate an agricultural

ingredient in certified organic form for your
proposed organic product, you may only use a
conventional ingredient if you label your product as
“Made with Organic [Specific Ingredients]” (either a
specific ingredient or a food group). The product
must also fully comply with the requirements of

Correcting Noncompliant Labels
When we discover a labeling error on an

OEFFA-certified product, a non-compliance will
be issued to the operation and the operation must
submit label corrections. Any incorrect labels
that have not entered the stream of commerce
may not be used if they include the following
errors:

� Improper use of the USDA NOP seal
� Incorrect product classification (such as if a “made
with” product is labeled “organic”)

� Omission of the name of the certifying agent
� Other errors will be reviewed on a case-by-case basis.

Certified operations may continue to use
labels with other, minor errors only for the time
necessary to procure corrected labels, up to 90
days. OEFFA Certification and the operation
must keep documentation of this in their
respective files. Minor errors might include
incorrect formatting or placement of
information.

The OEFFA logo may be used to satisfy the
requirements of §205.303(b)(2) if the phrase
“OEFFA Certified Organic” is readable.

OEFFA (as an NOP accredited certification
agency) does not have recall authority for product
already in the stream of commerce.

must also fully comply with the requirements of§205.304.
A product labeled as “Certified Organic” may

only contain:
(1)  organic ingredients, 
(2)  nonagricultural (nonorganic substances) as 

listed in §205.605, and 
(3)  nonorganically produced agricultural products 

as listed in §205.606, provided they are not 
commercially available as organic.

If you would like to use an ingredient from§205.606, you must conduct a search to source
organic ingredients first (thus proving it is not
‘commercially available.’) In order to use a
nonorganic agricultural ingredient and label the
product as ‘Certified Organic,’ you would have to
petition the National Organic Standards Board
(NOSB), which makes recommendations to the
NOP, to add the ingredient to §205.606.

Other Label Claims
Handlers of organic products may make

additional label claims, provided such claims are
truthful and do not violate the NOP regulations or
other Federal or State labeling regulations.

Resources

Organic sources for agricultural ingredients listed 
on NOP § 205.606:
http://www.606organic.com/

More information on petitioning the NOSB is 
located at: 
http://www.ams.usda.gov/AMSv1.0/NOSB

For more information or to have a sample label 
reviewed by OEFFA Staff, please contact the 
Certification Office.



The word “Organic” may appear in the

name of the product, but is optional.
(§205.303(a)(1))

The USDA seal & Certification Agency Seal may be used

While the processor of this product did not

choose to, s/he may list the % of organic

ingredients on the label, following certain size &
style specifications. (§205.303(a)(2)

16 oz (456 g) Not for canine consumption.
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EXAMPLE

Finnegan’s Trail Mixes are made of the 
finest organic ingredients.  Throw some in 
your bag & head out on the trail.

INGREDIENTS:  Peanuts*, Raisins*,   
Dried Cranberries*, Dried Blueberries*,     
Dried Cherries*, Almonds*, Salt.
*Organic

FINNEGAN’S TRAIL MIX CO.
COLUMBUS, OH 43214

CERTIFIED ORGANIC BY OEFFA

“Certified Organic By [Agency]” must appear below

the information identifying the handler or distributor
of the product. (§205.303(b)(2))

All organic ingredients must be identified as such,

either with the word “organic” in front of each one,

or with an asterisk which refers to “Organic” written
underneath. (§205.303(b)(1))

The USDA seal & Certification Agency Seal may be used

on products labeled “Organic” or “100% Organic,” but they

are not required. The USDA logo must meet certain color

specifications, and the Certification Agency Logo must not
be more prominent than it. (§205.303(a)(4-5), §205.311(b))

This sample label represents a product labeled as “organic” (≥95% 

organic ingredients).  These notations only refer to the organic aspect of a 

label—processors should check with their state department of agriculture 

for label review as well.
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